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MUNICIPAL AFFAIRS TO INVESTIGATE
NEED FOR UNIFORM
BC BUILDING CODE

The Ministry of Municipal Affairs has determined
there is broad agreement that uniform application of
the BC Building Code, province-wide, would be a
benefit for both the business community and local
governments.

Citing as an example the recent report by Canada
Mortgage and Housing which indicated that mandatory
sprinkler bylaws may not produce savings for
municipal governments, the Ministry was quick to
point out that while a uniform code across the province
would be beneficial, certain variations could be
justifiable, and should be allowed.

Over the next months, the Ministry plans to consult
with the Union of BC Municipalities, local
governments, building regulators, the fire service, and
the building industry to resolve issues and determine
the scope of justifiable variations, with the plan to
introduce legislation bringing in a uniform building
code, during the spring session of next year.

The Ministry has asked local governments to
voluntarily cease from introducing any new building
bylaws that amend the application of the code, until
the consultations are completed.

Members wishing further information should contact
their Regional Association, or send comments directly
to the Ministry’s Building Policy Section by fax to
(250) 387-5120 or by e-mail to: bldpolicy@hq.
marh.gov.bc.ca

SIHOTA DETERMINED TO HELP

LEAKY CONDO OWNERS

Moe Sihota, Minister of Social Development and
Economic Security, recently announced that the first
provincial sales tax relief cheques are about to be
issued to owners of leaky condos who have been faced
with repairs. The PST rebate cheques will range from
$5,000 to $100,000. Unfortunately, the federal
government has yet to step in and offer similar GST
rebates. Sihota has not given up trying to get the
attention of the federal government in this regard,
however, and he assures the public that he will
continue to press for further tax relief.

In addition to his efforts at obtaining federal aid,
Sihota has commissioned Dave Barrett to head a
second inquiry into the leaky condo crisis. While the
terms of reference for the commission indicate a focus
on the fall-out resulting from the financial failure of
New Home Warranty of BC Inc., it is unclear what
will result from the inquiry. New legislation,
regulations and policies are all possibilities. A series
of public meetings may be scheduled by Barrett
throughout the province, to enable those interested to
make their opinions known, so stay tuned.

Information can be obtained from the Ministry of
Social Development and Economic Security at (250)
387-6485 or visit their website at: www.sdes.gov.bc.
ca

MEANWHILE, BACK AT THE HPO...
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The Homeowner Protection Office is embarking on its
next phase of regulations, examining the issues
surrounding the licensing and warranty of renovations
and repairs. Chief Executive Officer, Shayne Ramsay
advises that this phase will be divided into two parts.
Initially a mandatory warranty program will be
established for building envelope repairs. Once
appropriate regulations are developed for such a
program, other types of renovations will be addressed.

The HPO is currently investigating the possibilities
and consulting with the various stakeholders. It is
likely that the regulations surrounding building
envelope repairs will include licensing for “residential
renovators” and a mandatory warranty on building
envelope repairs covering a period of 3 years. There
are a number of issues that must be resolved prior to
any regulations being drafted, such as cost, what
qualifies as a “Building Envelope Repair”, and the
extent of the warranty.

The HPO is hoping to resolve these issues in the next
month. Therefore if any members would like to make
their comments known, now is the time. The HPO
discussion paper on the Implementation of Mandatory
Warranty and Certification for Building Envelope
Repairs can be viewed on-line at: www.hpo.bc.ca

Comments or questions can be directed to Abigail
Fulton at BCCA by fax (250) 475-1078 or by e-mail
at: abigailf@bccassn.com or contact the HPO
directly at 1-800-407-7757.

BCCA WELCOMES NEW STAFF
MEMBER

BCCA has a new face on the front lines. Ms. Carolyn
Cutt joined the staff in August of this year. Carolyn
will be taking the place of our administrative assistant,
Radhika Conroy, who is leaving us to pursue other
goals. Along with her several years of experience in
office administration, Carolyn’s happy and outgoing
personality make her a welcome asset to the office.
We look forward to working with Carolyn and we
wish Radhika the best in her future endeavors.

BC BUSINESS SUMMIT UPDATE

The BC Business Summit organizers have arranged
for a series of Panel sessions throughout the province
in the coming months. The purpose of these sessions
is to talk to the public about their concerns and
priorities on the economy and to further communicate
the objectives and recommendations that came out of
the 1998 BC Business Summit. Panel sessions are
open to the public and will run in the evenings. A
number of business leaders have been named to the
Panel, and a full list of the Panelists, as well as further
information can be obtained at the BC Business
Summit website at: www.bcbusiness-summit.com

Members are encouraged to attend one of the sessions
and make their opinions on their region’s economic
condition known.

Schedule for the Panel on Securing
BC’s Future

Coast Inn of the West

Eagle Quest Golf Centre at
Coyote Creek

North Island College Theatre

Terrace
Surrey

September 17
September 22

Campbell River September 28

Kamloops September 30  Stockmen’s Hotel and Casino
Fort St. John October 5 Pioneer Inn

Williams Lake  October 7 City Hall Council Chambers
Victoria October 13 Princess Mary Restaurant
Abbotsford October 14 Centennial Auditorium
Prince George  October 21 Coast Inn of the North
Kelowna October 21 Ramada Lodge Hotel
Nanaimo October 25 Coast Bastion Inn
Cranbrook October 28 Inn of the South

Castlegar November 4 Best Western Fireside Inn
Richmond November 9 Best Western Richmond Inn

The mission of the BCCA is to provide leadership and excellence in the representation of and service to British Columbia’s construction industry




